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members of governing boards of all 4-year colleges and universities in the US in 
order to provide data on the distribution of trustees by sex, by state of institutions 
served, and by region of residence. The list was then to be recorded to serve as a 
universe for future studies of trustees and institutional governance. Data were 
obtained for 93? of the 1,203 boards governing 1,423 4-year institutions. The 
membership lists contained 25,584 names of which approximatley 907 were men. The 
distribution of board members by state of institution governed and by region of 
residence varied widely; the largest number live in the mideast and the smallest in the 
Rocky Mountain area. This distribution generally reflects student enrollment and 
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of Universities and Colleges, Washington DC. Information gathered during the study 
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CHAPTER I 



.SUMMARY 

Purpose of the Study 

The basic objective of this investigation was to obtain the 
names and addresses of the members of governing boards of all 
four-year colleges and universities in the United States. Analysis 
of these names was to provide data on the distribution of college 
and university trustees: (l) by sex, (2) by state of institution 

governed, and (3) by region of board member r s residence. In addi- 
tion, the list was to provide a universe from which samples could 
be drawn for more intensive and systematic studies of institutional 
governance. * 

Procedure 

For the purpose of this investigation, a four-year institution 
was defined as an accredited or unaccredited college or university 
which offered at least a baccalaureate degree. Directories pub- 
lished by the United States Office of Education and the American 

4 

Council on Education were used to identify the institutions to be 
included. A total of 1,512 four-year institutions governed by 
1,292 boards were identified. The discrepancy in these figures is 
due to the fact that some boards control several institutions. 

Data were obtained from: 

1. The membership list of the Association of Governing 
Boards of Universities and Colleges. 

2. An incomplete computer listing generated by an outside 

agency. 
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3. Replies to letter requests sent to college and university 
presidents. 

4. College and university catalogues. 

In addition, some data were obtained by special requests of the 
AGB staff to key state officials. 

One of the original objectives of the investigation was to 
machine process the names and addresses to facilitate tabulation. 
However, it was found that the costs involved in the development ■ of 
a comprehensive computer-based system would exceed the funds available. 
Therefore, it was decided, with the approval of the U.S. Office of 
Education, to modify the study plans, to omit some of the original 
objectives, and to process the data manually. The findings have been 
computed manually with appropriate independent verification. 

* Findings 

1. Names and addresses were obtained for the members of 1,203 
boards controlling 1,423 four-year institutions, or 93 percent of 
the survey population. 

2. Membership lists of the 1,203 boards were found to contain 

# 

25,600 names. Approximately, 90 percent (22,900) of the members are 
men; 10 percent (2,700) are women. 

3. The distribution of board members by state of institution 
governed varies widely. . The colleges and universities of New York 
have nearly 1,900 board members. Those of Wyoming only 12. Guam’s 
one institution has 5 members on its governing board. 

4. The distribution of board members by region of residence 
varies widely. The largest number of members reside in the mid- 
east; the smallest number live in the Rocky Mountain Region. 
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Conclusions and Recommendations 



This project has resulted in the collection of the names and 
addresses of 24,900 members of boards governing nearly all of the 
colleges and universities in the United States. It has provided 
basic analyses of these data by sex, by state of institution 
governed, and by, region of the board member T s residence. 

The resulting list may now be used by, legitimate researchers 

who wish to undertake more systematic and intensive studies of 

trustees and institutional governance. The Executive Vice-President 

of the Association of Governing Boards of Universities and Colleges 

reserves the right to pass on the propriety of future uses of the '. l 

list which is maintained at the national headquarters of AGB, 

Washington, D.C., in alphabetical order by institution, within 
% 

state. 

It is recommended that the present data be put into a computer 
system to facilitate up-dating approximately every two years and to 
provide additional analyses. It is also recommended that a similar 
study be made of the governing board members of two-year colleges. 

i 

The Association of Governing Boards will formally propose such 
projects to the USOE in the near future. 



